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CHAPTER	  9	  –	  INTERPRETATION	  AND	  OUTREACH	  
Lenox	  history	  and	  character	  are	  central	  to	  the	  Town’s	  appeal	  to	  heritage	  visitors	  
and	   to	   the	   concept	   of	   The	   Creative	   Economy	   discussed	   in	   Chapter	   5.	   The	  
authenticity	   and	   complete	   experience	   that	   heritage	   visitors	   seek	   includes	   an	  
interest	  in	  learning	  about	  the	  places	  they	  are	  visiting.	  In	  Lenox	  such	  experiences	  
are	   available	   at	   attractions	   such	   as	   The	  Mount,	   Ventfort	   Hall,	   Pleasant	   Valley	  
Nature	  Center,	  Lenox	  Historical	  Society,	  and	  others.	  Many	  of	  the	  Town’s	  cultural	  
attractions	   and	   heritage	   businesses,	   including	   resorts,	   inns,	   and	   bed	   and	  
breakfasts,	   tell	   the	  background	   stories	  of	   their	   sites	  and	   their	  buildings.	   These	  
stories	  all	  contribute	  to	  the	  story	  of	  Lenox.	  

Place-‐based	   interpretation	   and	   storytelling	   is	   a	   way	   to	   engage	   visitors	   with	   a	  
richer,	  in-‐depth	  experience	  that	  reinforces	  Lenox’s	  identity	  and	  quality	  of	  life.	  It	  
supports	  historic	  preservation	  by	  highlighting	  historic	  buildings	  and	  landscapes,	  
encouraging	   their	   recognition	   and	   appreciation,	   and	  building	   support	   for	   their	  
stewardship	  and	  care.	  

Chapter	  9	  promotes	  the	  idea	  that	  interpretation	  and	  storytelling	  are	  important	  to	  
historic	  preservation	  in	  Lenox	  as	  a	  vehicle	  for	  engaging	  the	  public	  about	  history	  
and	  historic	  preservation.	  Existing	  historic	  sites,	  cultural	  attractions,	  and	  heritage	  
businesses	  should	  be	  encouraged	  to	  tell	  the	  stories	  of	  their	  buildings	  and	  sites.	  
These	   stories	   should	   be	   tied	   to	   the	   larger	   story	   of	   Lenox	   and	   its	   historical	  
development.	  

This	   chapter	   suggests	   that	   interpretation	  of	   Lenox	  and	   its	  partner	   sites	   can	  be	  
coordinated	  and	  developed	  into	  a	  townwide	  program	  and	  network	  that	  educates	  
visitors	  and	  residents	  while	  providing	  rewarding	  experiences	  that	  they	  will	   find	  
engaging	  and	  that	  will	  encourage	  them	  to	  stay	  and	  to	  return.	  

RESEARCH	  AND	  PUBLICATIONS	  
As	  discussed	   in	  Chapter	  2,	  Lenox	   is	   fortunate	  to	  have	  a	  number	  of	  high	  quality	  
contemporary	   histories	   that	   tell	   the	   Town’s	   story	   and	   document	   its	   various	  
aspects.	  Books	  include	  David	  Wood’s	  1969	  Lenox	  Massachusetts	  Shire	  Town;	  Lucy	  
Kennedy’s	  2016	  Lenox	  at	  250:	  An	  Updated	  History;	  the	  Lenox	  Library	  Association’s	  
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2016	   Lenox,	   an	   Images	   of	   America	   Series	   publication;	   Jan	   Chague’s	  History	   of	  
Lenox	  Furnace	  &	  Lenox	  Dale;	   and	   three	  books	  by	  Cornelia	  Guilder	  and	  her	   co-‐
authors:	  Hawthorne’s	  Lenox-‐	  The	  Tanglewood	  Circle,	  Edith	  Wharton’s	  Lenox,	  and	  
Houses	  of	   the	  Berkshires,	   1870-‐1930.	  Additionally,	   the	   Lenox	  Historical	   Society	  
website,	   lenoxhistory.org,	  created	  and	  maintained	  by	  Lucy	  Kennedy,	  presents	  a	  
wealth	  of	  historical	  information	  on	  Lenox,	  its	  places,	  and	  its	  personalities.	  

As	  noted	  in	  Chapter	  2,	  these	  books	  and	  website	  provide	  depth	  and	  perspective	  
on	  Lenox	  history,	  which	  involves	  not	  only	  local	  residents,	  events,	  and	  trends,	  but	  
also	  the	  stories	  of	  prominent	  individuals	  and	  families	  whose	  stories	  are	  rich	  and	  
often	   tied	   to	   large	   national	   themes	   and	   who	   exerted	   strong	   influences	   on	  
developments	  in	  Lenox.	  These	  resources	  provide	  insight	  into	  the	  larger	  personal	  
backstories	  of	  Lenox’s	  prominent	  residents.	  

	  
Local	   historians	   associated	   with	   the	   Lenox	   Historical	   Society	   have	   led	   research	   into	  
Lenox	  history	  and	  the	  publication	  of	  books,	  articles,	  and	  websites.	  

For	  promotion	  of	  the	  Town	  and	  its	  history,	  it	  is	  important	  that	  these	  publications	  
be	  made	  as	  available	  to	  visitors	  as	  possible.	  Unfortunately,	  David	  Wood’s	  book	  is	  
out	   of	   print	   and	   Lucy	   Kennedy’s	   book	   is	   available	   only	   as	   an	   Amazon	   e-‐book.	  
Neither	   is	   available	   for	   purchase	   in	   stores.	   Research	   into	   Lenox	   history	   and	  
personalities	   should	   continue,	   stories	   should	   continue	   to	   be	   made	   available	  
online,	  and	  new	  books	   should	  continue	   to	  be	  published	  as	  possible.	  Given	   the	  
diversity	  of	   topics	   related	   to	  both	  permanent	   residents	   and	   summer	   residents	  
over	  time,	  there	  remains	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  interesting	  research	  to	  be	  investigated.	  

9.1	  Continue	  to	  undertake	  research	  on	  Lenox	  history,	  places,	  and	  people.	  

9.2	  Make	   research	   results	   and	   stories	   available	  online,	   through	  publications,	  
and	  through	  interpretation	  in	  Lenox.	  
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9.3	   Publish	   the	   Wood	   and	   Kennedy	   books	   such	   that	   copies	   can	   be	   sold	   in	  
bookstores,	  at	  attractions,	  and	  online.	  

9.4	   Support	   and	   further	  develop	   the	  online	  publication	   lenoxhistory.org	   as	   a	  
primary	   source	   for	   information	   about	   Lenox	   history,	   places,	   and	   people.	  
Coordinate	  and	  link	  the	  website	  to	  those	  of	  the	  Town,	  the	  Chamber,	  and	  local	  
attractions.	  

It	  is	  suggested	  that	  research	  and	  presentations	  be	  organized	  using	  the	  periods	  of	  
Lenox	   history	   and	   historic	   contexts	   discussed	   in	   Chapter	   2	   and	   that	   it	   be	  
coordinated	   with	   the	   program	   of	   townwide	   interpretation	   discussed	   below.	  
Continuing	  research	  should	  be	  the	  primary	  responsibility	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Historical	  
Society	  and	  its	  associated	  group	  of	  local	  historians.	  Close	  coordination	  should	  be	  
made	  with	  historians	  and	  interpreters	  associated	  with	  local	  and	  regional	  historic	  
sites	  and	  attractions.	  (Action	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Historical	  Society	  and	  local	  historians	  
with	  support	  from	  the	  Historical	  Commission,	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce,	  attractions,	  
and	  Town.)	  

	  
Upright	  self-‐guided	  interpretive	  exhibit	  at	  the	  Pleasant	  Valley	  Wildlife	  Sanctuary.	  

TOWNWIDE	  INTERPRETIVE	  PRESENTATION	  
This	   preservation	   plan	   proposes	   that	   a	   townwide	   interpretive	   program	   be	  
developed	  in	  Lenox	  building	  on	  and	  coordinating	  with	  the	  existing	  interpretation	  
presented	   by	   the	   Town’s	   historic	   sites,	   cultural	   attractions,	   and	   heritage	  
businesses.	  It	  is	  suggested	  that	  the	  local	  and	  townwide	  Cultural	  Heritage	  District,	  
discussed	  in	  Chapter	  5,	  be	  the	  forum	  through	  which	  the	  interpretive	  program	  is	  
organized.	  The	  program	  can	  be	  managed	  by	   the	  Lenox	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  
and	  Historical	  Commission,	  and	  the	  working	  group	  of	  cultural	  attractions	  should	  
assist	  with	   its	  planning	  and	   implementation.	  See	  Chapter	  5,	  Recommendations	  
5.7,	  5.8,	  and	  5.9.	  

9.5	   Plan	   and	   implement	   a	   townwide	   interpretive	   program	   building	   on	   and	  
coordinating	  with	  the	  existing	  interpretation	  presented	  by	  the	  Town’s	  historic	  
sites,	  cultural	  attractions,	  and	  heritage	  businesses.	  

Interpretation	  is	  a	  means	  through	  which	  visitors	  and	  residents	  can	  be	  exposed	  to	  
the	  rich	  and	  diverse	  stories	  of	  Lenox’s	  historic	  places.	  It	  raises	  awareness	  about	  
those	   places	   and	   supports	   historic	   preservation	   by	   stimulating	   interest	   and	  
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conveying	  their	  significance.	  Interpretation	  relates	  Town	  history	  to	  the	  authentic	  
places	  that	  give	  Lenox	  its	  character.	  

A	  comprehensive	  townwide	  interpretive	  presentation	  can	  be	  created	  over	  time	  
through	  the	  interest,	  coordination,	  and	  cooperation	  of	  a	  variety	  of	  partners.	  The	  
interpretive	   presentation	   outlined	   here	   is	   envisioned	   primarily	   as	   an	   outdoor	  
experience,	  oriented	  to	  visitors	  but	  of	  appeal	  to	  residents	  as	  well.	  Like	  Lenox’s	  
public	  art	  installations,	  it	  is	  anticipated	  that	  creative	  outdoor	  interpretive	  exhibits	  
would	   be	   installed	   in	   many	   places	   throughout	   the	   Town	   and	   would	   be	  
coordinated	  by	  themes,	  storylines,	  and	  graphic	  formats.	  The	  interpretation	  can	  
link	  to	  programming	  offered	  at	  Lenox’s	  historic	  and	  cultural	  attractions.	  

Visitors	  and	  residents	  would	  encounter	  the	  exhibits	  in	  parks,	  public	  spaces,	  along	  
trails,	  and	  at	  the	  sites	  of	  participating	  partners.	  Visitors	  would	  get	  to	  know	  Lenox	  
as	   a	   landscape	   that	   invites	   exploration⎯from	   village	   centers,	   to	   cultural	  
attractions,	  to	  the	  trails	  in	  preserves	  and	  woodlands.	  Lenox’s	  proposed	  townwide	  
trail	  network	  would	  be	  a	  key	  venue	  for	  its	  presentation.	  Public	  art	  would	  be	  an	  
important	  element	  of	  the	  interpretive	  presentation	  throughout	  the	  Town.	  

	  
Lenox	   Village	   has	   used	   public	   art	   to	   enhance	   parks	   and	   streetscapes.	   Interpretive	  
exhibits	  can	  be	  used	  the	  same	  way.	  

It	  is	  suggested	  that	  the	  interpretive	  presentation	  be	  organized	  around	  storylines	  
developed	  using	  the	  Town’s	  principal	  historic	  contexts	  discussed	  in	  Chapter	  2:	  

§   Native	  Landscape	  and	  Pre-‐Settlement	  (11,700	  BP	  to	  1750)	  

§   Agricultural	  Development	  and	  County	  Seat	  (1750-‐1870)	  

§   Early	  Industry	  (1783-‐1877)	  

§   County	  Seat	  –	  Lenox	  Becomes	  a	  Shire	  Town	  (1784-‐1868),	  

§   Arrival	  of	  Culture	  and	  Beginnings	  of	  a	  Summer	  Resort	  (1821-‐1870)	  

§   The	  Cottage	  Era	  (1870-‐1930)	  

§   Mid-‐Twentieth	  Century	  Transition	  (1930-‐1970),	  

§   Cultural	  Attraction	  and	  Suburbanization	  (1970-‐Present).	  
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Interpretive	   themes	   and	   topics	   should	   be	   developed	   within	   each	   historic	  
context/storyline	  through	  which	  the	  story	  of	  any	  participating	  site	  in	  Lenox	  could	  
be	  told.	  

Online	   information	   and	   a	   beautifully	   produced	   published	   map	   would	   provide	  
orientation	   information	   illustrating	   the	   townwide	   presentation	   and	   presenting	  
options	  for	  how	  it	  could	  be	  explored.	  Introductory	  outdoor	  exhibits	  at	  strategic	  
locations,	  such	  as	  Lenox	  Village,	  Lenox	  Depot,	  The	  Mount,	  Ventfort	  Hall,	  Kennedy	  
Park,	  and	  Pleasant	  Valley	  Nature	  Center,	  would	  present	  Lenox’s	   storylines	  and	  
the	  Town’s	  primary	  overarching	  themes.	  

Lenox’s	  cultural	  attractions	  and	  historic	  sites	  would	  serve	  as	  anchors,	  telling	  the	  
Town’s	   history	   through	   the	   stories	   of	   their	   own	   sites.	   Publicly	   accessible	   sites	  
throughout	  Lenox	  would	  be	  identified	  where	  different	  aspects	  of	  the	  stories	  could	  
be	  told,	  linking	  the	  stories	  site-‐to-‐site	  to	  invite	  exploration.	  Most	  important	  is	  that	  
the	   sites	   should	   be	   authentic	   places	   where	   things	   happened	   that	   can	   convey	  
larger	   themes	   and	   storylines	   using	   site-‐specific	   stories.	   Lenox’s	   townwide	   trail	  
network	  can	  link	  the	  sites	  together,	  including	  pedestrian,	  bicycle,	  and	  automobile	  
options	  and	  components.	  

Upon	  experiencing	  Lenox’s	  interpretive	  presentation,	  visitors	  should:	  
§   Appreciate	  the	  character	  and	  significance	  of	  the	  places	  they	  

experienced;	  
§   Connect	  those	  places	  with	  the	  primary	  themes	  and	  storylines	  of	  the	  

Town’s	  history;	  
§   Appreciate	  the	  different	  ways	  through	  which	  the	  Town’s	  themes	  and	  

storylines	  are	  manifested	  in	  buildings	  and	  landscapes;	  
§   Appreciate	  how	  natural	  and	  cultural	  influences	  upon	  the	  landscape	  are	  

intertwined;	  
§   Be	  stimulated	  to	  explore,	  seeking	  out	  additional	  information	  and	  

experiences;	  
§   Appreciate	  Lenox’s	  character	  as	  a	  whole;	  
§   Wish	  to	  return	  because	  there	  is	  more	  that	  they	  did	  not	  see.	  

(Action	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  District	  under	  the	  leadership	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Chamber	  
of	  Commerce,	  Historical	  Commission,	  working	  group	  of	  cultural	  attractions.)	  

The	  Interpretive	  Planning	  Process	  
Implementation	  of	  a	  townwide	  interpretive	  program	  requires	  coordination	  and	  
planning	  and	  can	  be	  undertaken	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  is	  flexible	  and	  easily	  executed.	  
The	  program	  should	  be	  readily	  perceived	  as	  a	  network	  that	  can	  be	  promoted⎯a	  
townwide	   attraction	   linking	   sites.	   It	   is	   important	   that	   the	   program	   have	   a	  
consistently	  high	  level	  of	  quality,	  content,	  and	  visual	  appeal.	  To	  that	  end,	  a	  simple	  
interpretive	   plan	   should	   be	   prepared	   to	   guide	   implementation	   and	   a	   process	  
should	   be	   identified	   for	   the	   preparation,	   installation,	   and	   maintenance	   of	  
interpretive	  exhibits.	  
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9.6	  Prepare	  a	  simple	  interpretive	  plan	  for	  the	  townwide	  interpretive	  program	  
that	   establishes	   consistent	   guidelines	   for	   interpretive	   content,	   graphics,	  
standards	  of	  quality,	  a	  process	  for	  implementation,	  and	  long	  term	  maintenance.	  

The	   interpretive	   plan	   should	   provide	   a	   blueprint	   of	   how	   best	   to	   present	   an	  
overview	   of	   Lenox’s	   history	   and	   character	   to	  which	   visitors	   and	   residents	   can	  
relate.	  It	  should	  outline	  key	  themes	  and	  storylines	  and	  provide	  a	  context	  for	  how	  
the	  stories	  of	  individual	  sites	  fit	  into	  Lenox’s	  overall	  history.	  It	  should	  identify	  how	  
the	  stories	  related	  to	  individual	  sites	  can	  be	  woven	  together	  into	  a	  coordinated	  
presentation	  and	  experience.	  

Development	  of	  the	  interpretive	  plan	  should	  be	  a	  project	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  
District	  and	  should	  be	  led	  by	  experienced	  interpreters	  drawn	  from	  the	  working	  
group	   of	   Town	   cultural	   attractions.	   The	   program	   will	   benefit	   from	   their	  
professional	  experience	  in	  public	  history	  and	  the	  preparation	  of	  professional	  level	  
interpretive	  exhibits.	  (Action	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  District	  under	  the	  leadership	  of	  
the	   Lenox	   Chamber	   of	   Commerce,	   Historical	   Commission,	   working	   group	   of	  
cultural	  attractions.)	  

	  
Typical	  wayside	  exhibit	  carrier	  at	  the	  Pleasant	  Valley	  Wildlife	  Sanctuary	  similar	  to	  those	  
used	  by	  the	  National	  Park	  Service.	  

Interpretive	  planning	  should	  include	  the	  following	  considerations:	  

§   Statement	  of	   Purpose:	  Outline	   the	  background,	   purpose,	   organization,	  
and	  process	  for	  planning,	  design,	  and	  implementation	  of	  the	  interpretive	  
program.	   Obtain	   concurrence	   from	   the	   Town	   Select	   Board;	   key	   Town	  
boards,	  commissions,	  and	  committees;	  and	  private	  sector	  partners.	  

§   Storylines	  and	  Themes:	  Identify	  Lenox’s	  key	  natural,	  historic,	  and	  cultural	  
themes	  and	  storylines	  for	  interpretation.	  Storylines	  are	  threads	  of	  events	  
that	   trace	   the	   Town’s	   historical	   development	   over	   time	   by	   topic.	  
Interpretive	   themes	   are	   the	  big	   ideas	   that	   frame	   the	   Town’s	   historical	  
development	  and	  relate	  it	  to	  regional	  and	  national	  contexts.	  	  
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As	   noted	   above,	   it	   is	   suggested	   that	   the	   historic	   contexts	   identified	   in	  
Chapter	  2	  be	  used	  to	  organize	  the	  storylines	  for	  Lenox	  and	  that	  theme	  
statements	  be	  prepared	  for	  each	  storyline	  to	  guide	  interpretive	  content.	  
Each	  storyline	  may	  have	  several	  relevant	  interpretive	  themes,	  which	  may	  
track	  between	  storylines.	  

Every	  potential	  partner	  and	  interpretive	  site	  should	  be	  able	  to	  find	  their	  
place	  within	   the	  structure	  of	   storylines	  and	   themes.	  Partners	  and	  sites	  
include	  the	  Town’s	  parks	  and	  natural	  resource	  areas,	  cultural	  attractions,	  
historic	  sites,	  villages,	  heritage	  businesses,	  and	  others	  that	  may	  wish	  to	  
participate.	  

§   Identify	   Potential	   Partners	   and	   Their	   Stories:	   Identify	   partners	   and	  
stakeholders	   that	   may	   wish	   to	   participate	   in	   the	   interpretive	  
presentation.	   Identify	   the	   nature	   of	   their	   interest,	   the	   storylines	   and	  
interpretive	   themes	   to	  which	   they	   relate,	   the	  stories	   they	  can	   tell	   that	  
illustrate	  those	  storylines	  and	  themes,	  and	  locations	  where	  their	  stories	  
may	  be	  told.	  

Assume	  that	  most	   interpretive	  experiences	  will	  be	  self-‐guided	  and	  that	  
every	   site	   should	   be	   publicly	   accessible.	   Identify	   the	   resources	   and	  
capabilities	   that	  potential	  partners	  and	  stakeholders	  can	  devote	  to	  the	  
implementation	   and	   their	   commitment	   to	   take	   responsibility	   for	   the	  
ongoing	  maintenance	  of	  interpretive	  exhibits.	  

§   Exhibit	   Format:	   Develop	   an	   exhibit	   format	   that	   can	   be	   used	   for	  
installation	  of	  self-‐guided	  interpretive	  exhibits	  using	  a	  common	  graphic	  
identity	  and	  coordinating	  with	  townwide	  themes	  and	  storylines.	  	  

It	   is	   recommended	   that	   exhibit	   carriers	   be	   used	   that	   conform	   with	  
National	  Park	  Service	  standards.	  National	  Park	  Service	  exhibit	  carriers	  are	  
easily	  obtained,	  are	  available	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  types	  and	  sizes,	  have	  proven	  
durability,	  are	  recognized	  by	  the	  general	  public	  for	  their	  quality,	  and	  are	  
cost	  effective.	  

In	  general,	  the	  graphic	  identity	  used	  for	  the	  exhibits	  should	  be	  that	  used	  
for	  Lenox	  as	  a	  whole	  in	  its	  marketing	  and	  promotion.	  Exhibits	  at	  publicly	  
owned	  sites	  should	  use	  the	  Lenox	  graphic	   identity.	  Exhibits	  at	  privately	  
owned	  sites	  should	  be	  encouraged	  to	  use	  the	  Lenox	  identity	  but	  may	  be	  
approved	  to	  use	  their	  own	  graphic	  identity	  if	  they	  have	  one.	  

§   Maintenance	  Agreement:	  Develop	  a	  maintenance	  protocol	  for	  the	  self-‐
guided	  exhibits	  and	  sites.	  Every	  participating	  site	  should	  be	  asked	  to	  take	  
responsibility	  for	  the	  maintenance	  of	  exhibits	  they	  have	  installed	  as	  part	  
of	   the	   townwide	   presentation.	   A	   simple	   maintenance	   agreement	  
between	  the	  Town	  and	  participating	  sites	  outlining	  responsibilities	  and	  
expectations	  can	  be	  prepared	  and	  executed.	  

§   Potential	  Funding:	  Interpretive	  exhibits	  need	  not	  be	  expensive	  to	  design	  
and	   install,	   and	   exhibits	   may	   be	   implemented	   in	   phases	   over	   time.	  
Sometimes	  more	   complicated	   and	   expensive	   exhibits	  may	   be	   desired,	  
including	  installations	  of	  public	  art.	  	  

Every	  potential	  partner	  
and	  interpretive	  site	  
should	  be	  able	  to	  find	  
their	  place	  within	  the	  
structure	  of	  storylines	  and	  
themes. 



	   CHAPTER	  9	  

9-‐8	   TOWN	  OF	  LENOX	  

As	  a	  project	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  District,	  funding	  can	  be	  sought	  through	  
a	  variety	  of	  state	  and	  regional	  programs	  for	  tourism	  and	  the	  arts.	  Partners	  
for	   implementation	   and	   funding	   might	   include	   the	   Massachusetts	  
Cultural	  Commission,	  Housatonic	  Heritage,	  and	  1Berkshire.	  

In	  general,	  it	  is	  suggested	  that	  individual	  interpretive	  exhibits	  be	  funded	  
half	   by	   the	   Cultural	   District	   interpretive	   program	   and	   half	   by	   the	  
participating	   site.	   Where	   exhibits	   are	   installed	   on	   public	   property,	  
funding	   would	   be	   entirely	   through	   the	   Cultural	   District	   interpretive	  
program.	  

§   Exhibit	  Design	  Process:	   Proposed	  exhibit	   content	   should	  be	  developed	  
with	   the	   participation	   and	   approval	   of	   an	   appointed	   subcommittee	   of	  
interpretive	   professionals	   representing	   the	   Cultural	   District’s	   working	  
group	  of	  cultural	  attractions.	  Exhibits	  should	  have	  visual	  graphic	  appeal	  
and	  a	   limited	  amount	  of	   text.	  Each	  exhibit	   should	   relate	   specifically	   to	  
identified	   storylines	   and	   themes,	   and	   those	   relationships	   should	   be	  
explicitly	   stated	   in	   the	   exhibit	   content.	   Exhibit	   content	   should	   be	  
reviewed	  and	  approved	  for	  accuracy	  by	  qualified	  local	  historians.	  

No	  exhibit	  should	  be	  installed	  as	  part	  of	  the	  townwide	  program	  without	  
prior	  approval.	  Approval	  will	  lead	  to	  inclusion	  of	  the	  site	  and	  exhibit(s)	  in	  
the	  mapping	  and	  marketing	  of	  the	  network.	  

§   Interpretation	  at	  Publicly	  Owned	  Sites:	  Identify	  publicly	  owned	  sites	  that	  
would	  be	  appropriate	  for	  self-‐guided	  interpretive	  exhibits	  to	  establish	  the	  
core	   of	   the	   townwide	   presentation.	   Consider	   public	   parks,	   publicly	  
owned	   historic	   buildings,	   streetscapes	   in	   the	   villages,	   trails	   in	   natural	  
areas	   and	   preserves,	   and	   bikeways.	   Identify	   priority	   sites	   for	   phased	  
implementation.	  

Use	   locations	   in	   Lenox	  Village,	   Lenox	  Dale,	  Kennedy	  Park,	   and	  primary	  
cultural	   attractions	   as	   anchors	   for	   the	   interpretive	   presentation.	   The	  
proposed	  townwide	  trail	  network	  will	  be	  an	  important	  component	  of	  the	  
presentation	  and	  should	  be	  planned	  to	  link	  attractions	  and	  interpretive	  
sites.	  

§   Interpretation	   at	   Partnering	   Sites:	   Identify	   privately	   owned	   sites,	  
attractions,	   and	   businesses	   that	   should	   participate	   in	   the	   interpretive	  
program.	   It	   is	  anticipated	   that	   the	  Town’s	  prominent	  historic	   sites	  and	  
cultural	   attractions	   will	   lead	   the	   interpretive	   program.	   Welcome	  
additional	  businesses	  and	  sites	  that	  express	  the	  desire	  to	  participate	  and	  
are	   willing	   to	   abide	   by	   its	   design	   and	  maintenance	   requirements.	   For	  
private	   sites,	   a	   primary	   benefit	   of	   participation	   will	   be	   inclusion	   in	  
mapping,	  marketing,	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  interpretive	  network.	  
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Identify	  the	  stories	  that	  each	  participating	  site	  will	  present	  and	  how	  they	  
relate	   to	   the	   themes	   and	   stories	   of	   other	   sites.	   Select	   exhibit	   formats	  
appropriate	   to	   each	   site.	   Determine	   how	   individual	   sites	   will	   work	  
together	  to	  tailor	  their	  interpretation	  as	  part	  of	  the	  broader	  themes	  and	  
storylines.	  

Determine	   how	   support	   can	   be	   provided	   to	   assist	   sites	   in	   their	  
presentations.	  Determine	  how	  participating	  sites	  can	  be	  provided	  with	  
introductory	  content	  presenting	  townwide	  context	  and	  relating	  sites	  to	  
larger	  storylines.	  

§   Orientation	  to	  the	  Townwide	  Interpretive	  Presentation:	  Outline	  how	  the	  
townwide	  presentation	  will	  be	  introduced	  to	  visitors	  and	  how	  visitors	  not	  
already	   familiar	   with	   Lenox	   will	   be	   oriented.	   Consider	   featuring	  
orientation	  information	  using	  Town,	  Chamber,	  and	  attraction	  websites;	  
an	   interpretive	   map	   and	   brochure;	   and	   introductory	   exhibits	   such	   as	  
kiosks	  at	  key	  locations.	  

Orientation	  should	   include	  an	  overview	  of	  storylines	  and	  themes;	  sites	  
where	   they	  are	  presented;	  and	  suggested	  routes,	   trails,	  and	   itineraries	  
linking	  sites.	   Identify	  key	   locations	   for	  orientation	  by	   identifying	  places	  
where	  visitors	  are	  most	  likely	  to	  first	  experience	  the	  presentation,	  such	  
as	  the	  villages,	  primary	  attractions,	  public	  parks,	  and	  trailheads.	  

Exhibits	   should	   provide	   orientation	   information	   and	   direct	   visitors	   to	  
other	  local	  interpretive	  sites.	  As	  noted	  above,	  use	  the	  common	  graphic	  
identity	  and	  formatting	  for	  exhibits	  and	  publications.	  

	  
Orientation	  exhibit	  at	  the	  Pleasant	  Valley	  Wildlife	  Sanctuary.	  

Implementation: Start	   small	   and	  build	   the	  network	   incrementally	   over	  
time.	  Prioritize	  the	  ideas	  and	  actions	  outlined	  above.	  	  

Identify	  which	   storylines	   can	   be	  made	   visitor-‐ready	   quickly	   and	  which	  
have	  gaps	  and	  will	  need	  longer-‐term	  development.	  Consult	  with	  partners	  
and	   determine	   how	   best	   to	   phase	   in	   coordinated	   interpretation	   that	  

For	  private	  sites,	  a	  
primary	  benefit	  of	  
participation	  will	  be	  
inclusion	  in	  mapping,	  
marketing,	  and	  
promotion	  of	  the	  
interpretive	  network.	  
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presents	   the	   townwide	   context	   and	   sets	   the	   stage	   for	   detailed	  
interpretation	  at	   individual	  sites	  and	  attractions.	  Begin	  with	  public	  and	  
partnering	  sites	  that	  are	  ready-‐to-‐go,	  fundable,	  and	  most	  likely	  to	  achieve	  
results.	  	  

	   	  
Historic	  objects	  and	  the	  Historical	  Society’s	  historic	  building	  plaques	  are	  forms	  of	  public	  
interpretation.	  

Website	  and	  Published	  Materials	  
Primary	  introduction	  and	  orientation	  to	  the	  townwide	  interpretive	  presentation	  
should	  be	  made	  available	  online	  through	  a	  page	  on	  the	  Town	  website	  or	  that	  of	  
the	  Lenox	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce.	  Provide	  links	  to	  the	  interpretive	  website	  from	  
those	  of	  participating	  historic	  sites,	  cultural	  attractions,	  and	  heritage	  businesses.	  	  

The	   website	   should	   include	   an	   overview	   of	   Lenox’s	   history;	   introduction	   of	  
Lenox’s	  interpretive	  storylines	  and	  themes;	  and	  access	  to	  maps,	  brochures,	  and	  
digital	  interpretive	  content	  that	  can	  be	  downloaded	  and	  used	  to	  explore	  Lenox	  
and	  its	  sites.	  Coordinate	  the	  interpretive	  website	  with	  that	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Historical	  
Society,	  lenox.org,	  discussed	  above,	  where	  additional	  in-‐depth	  historical	  content	  
can	  be	  explored.	  

Also,	  develop	  a	  small	  family	  of	  published	  materials	  that	  can	  be	  made	  available	  to	  
visitors,	  including	  a	  new,	  graphically	  appealing	  fold-‐out	  map	  of	  Lenox	  and	  a	  set	  of	  
simple	  brochures.	  

9.7	   Present	   the	   townwide	   interpretive	   presentation	   online	   and	   through	   a	  
limited	  family	  of	  published	  materials.	  

It	   is	   suggested	   that	  published	  materials	   feature	  a	  high-‐quality	   fold-‐out	  map	  of	  
Lenox	  showing	   interpretive	  sites,	  open	  space,	   trails,	  and	  public	  amenities.	  This	  
map	  could	  replace	  the	  current	  tourism	  map	  used	  for	  Lenox,	  which	  has	  a	  cartoon	  
appearance	  and	  does	  not	  adequately	  represent	  the	  quality	  desired	  for	  Lenox.	  	  The	  
new	  map	  needs	  to	  be	  simple	  enough	  that	  it	  can	  be	  easily	  produced	  in	  volume.	  

The	  new	  map	  should	  be	  graphically	  accurate	  in	  depicting	  the	  Town	  landscape	  and	  
can	  be	  used	  to	  feature	  the	  proposed	  Lenox	  trail	  network	  at	  a	  townwide	  scale.	  It	  
should	  include	  a	  limited	  amount	  of	  interpretive	  context	  providing	  an	  overview	  of	  
the	  Town’s	  history	  and	  landscape,	  outlining	  primary	  storylines	  and	  themes,	  and	  
identifying	   the	   authentic	   historic	   sites	   that	   can	  be	   visited	   and	   explored	  where	  
interpretive	  content	  is	  provided.	  
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Additionally,	   a	   set	   of	   simple	   brochures	   can	   be	   created	   to	   present	   individual	  
storylines,	   themes,	   and	   specific	   sites	   in	   more	   detail.	   Together,	   the	   map	   and	  
brochures	   should	   summarize	   the	   townwide	   interpretive	   experience	   and	   help	  
visitors	   and	   residents	   identify	   and	   appreciate	   all	   of	   the	   sites,	   trails,	   and	   other	  
opportunities	  available.	  The	  map	  and	  brochures	  should	  be	  made	  available	  online	  
through	  the	  interpretive	  page	  on	  the	  website,	  noted	  above.	  (Action	  of	  the	  Lenox	  
Cultural	   District	   under	   the	   leadership	   of	   the	   Lenox	   Chamber	   of	   Commerce,	  
Historical	  Commission,	  working	  group	  of	  cultural	  attractions.)	  

	  
Housatonic	   Heritage,	   a	   potential	   regional	   partner	   for	   interpretation	   and	   promotion,	  
features	  themes	  related	  to	  the	  natural	  and	  cultural	  history	  of	  the	  river,	  its	  communities,	  
and	  its	  landscapes.	  

REGIONAL	  COORDINATION	  
In	  Chapter	  5,	  The	  Creative	  Economy	  and	  Historic	  Preservation,	  this	  preservation	  
plan	   encourages	   collaboration	   with	   the	   Towns	   of	   Lee	   and	   Stockbridge	   in	  
marketing	  and	  promotion	  for	  heritage	  tourism.	  The	  three	  communities	  share	  a	  
common	   landscape	   in	   the	  Marble	  Valley	  of	   the	  Berkshires	   (see	  Chapter	  3)	  and	  
also	  share	  a	  common	  history	  of	  development	  and	  change,	  especially	  with	  respect	  
to	  changes	  during	  the	  Cottage	  Era.	  Chapter	  8	  suggests	  collaboration	   in	  historic	  
preservation	   with	   respect	   the	   documentation	   of	   Cottage	   Era	   resources	   and	  
landscapes.	  

The	  three	  towns	  should	  also	  collaborate	  interpretively,	  if	  possible.	  Lenox	  should	  
reach	  out	  to	  partners	  and	  sites	  in	  Lee	  and	  Stockbridge	  to	  determine	  whether	  they	  
are	  interested	  in	  and	  capable	  of	  collaborating	  in	  Lenox’s	  interpretive	  presentation	  
and	  programming.	  If	  so,	  the	  program	  could	  become	  a	  regional	  endeavor,	  which	  
would	  only	  strengthen	  it.	  

Similarly,	  Housatonic	  Heritage	  (Upper	  Housatonic	  River	  National	  Heritage	  Area)	  
could	  be	  an	  important	  regional	  partner.	  Housatonic	  Heritage	  “collaborates	  with	  
a	  wide	   range	   of	   partners	   to	   illuminate	   the	   diverse,	   rich	   identity	   of	   the	   Upper	  
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Housatonic	  River	  Valley	  region	  and	  to	  preserve	  and	  promote	  its	  historical,	  cultural	  
and	  natural	  resources.”	  

Support	  and	  promotion	  of	  heritage	  tourism	  is	  a	  primary	  part	  of	  its	  mission,	  and	  a	  
townwide	  interpretive	  program	  fits	  well	  within	  the	  mission	  and	  the	  type	  of	  local	  
initiative	  it	  would	  endorse	  and	  support,	  particularly	  if	  it	  could	  expand	  regionally.	  
Housatonic	  Heritage	  has	  a	   small	   grants	  program	  that	  provides	   funding	  of	   such	  
initiatives,	   which	   would	   work	   well	   for	   the	   phased	   implementation	   of	   Lenox’s	  
interpretive	  program	  over	  successive	  years.	  

Housatonic	  Heritage’s	  interpretive	  themes	  include:	  

Creating	  a	  Cultural	  Center	  ⎯	  The	  power	  of	  nature	  to	  rejuvenate	  and	  inspire	  
led	  the	  Upper	  Housatonic	  Valley	  to	  become	  a	  nationally	  recognized	  center	  for	  
the	   literary,	  visual,	  and	  performing	  arts.	   Independent	  minded	  artists	  at	   the	  
forefront	  of	  their	  fields	  found	  homes	  among	  the	  scenic	  landscape,	  opportunity	  
for	  experimentation,	  and	  sophisticated	  audiences	  for	  their	  works.	  

Connections	   to	   the	   Land	   ⎯	   The	   Upper	   Housatonic	   Valley	   has	   been	  
devastated	   for	   centuries	  by	   extractive	   industry.	  But	  over	   time	  and	   through	  
dedicated	   conservation	   efforts,	   its	   reclaimed	   and	   restored	   historic,	  
agricultural,	  and	  scenic	  landscape	  are	  at	  the	  core	  of	  the	  region’s	  identity	  and	  
economy.	   The	   restoration	   of	   the	   Housatonic	   River	   remains	   an	   ongoing	  
struggle.	  

Cradle	   of	   Industry	  ⎯	   Innovation	   in	   the	   iron,	   wool,	   paper,	   and	   electricity	  
generating	  industries	  led	  to	  prosperity	  as	  well	  as	  to	  the	  exploitation	  of	  natural	  
resources	   and	   pollution.	   The	   twenty-‐first	   century	   ushered	   in	   an	   era	   of	  
economic	  distress	  that	  has	  been	  partially	  relieved	  by	  the	  development	  of	  an	  
economy	  based	  on	  artistic	  creativity	  and	  on	  the	  preservation	  and	  enjoyment	  
of	  restored	  natural	  resources.	  

Lenox	  history,	  storylines,	  and	  themes	  can	  be	  used	  to	  support	  these	  three	  regional	  
themes.	  An	  interpretive	  program	  in	  Lenox	  could	  become	  a	  featured	  initiative	  of	  
Housatonic	  Heritage.	  

Other	   regional	  organizations	  have	  similar	  programs	  and	   initiatives	   to	  which	  an	  
interpretive	  program	  in	  Lenox	  could	  be	  linked.	  

9.8	   Coordinate	   the	   Lenox	   interpretive	   presentation	   with	   regional	   partners	  
including	   Lee	   and	   Stockbridge,	   Housatonic	   Heritage,	   1Berkshire,	   Berkshire	  
Regional	  Planning	  Commission,	  and	  Berkshire	  Natural	  Resources	  Council.	  

The	  High	  Road	  of	  the	  Berkshire	  Natural	  Resources	  Council	  is	  a	  similar	  initiative	  to	  
which	  Lenox	  trails	  and	  interpretation	  can	  be	  linked.	  The	  High	  Road	  will	  connect	  
regional	  natural,	  social,	  and	  cultural	  assets	  within	  the	  Berkshires	  by	  connecting	  
natural	   landscapes	   to	   towns	   and	   attractions.	   A	   Lenox	   trail	   network	   with	   an	  
interpretive	  presentation	  could	  be	  a	  featured	  attraction	  of	  the	  High	  Road	  and	  be	  
promoted	   regionally.	   The	   Lenox	   program	   could	   become	   a	   regional	   heritage	  
tourism	  and	   recreational	   amenity	   and	  attraction.	   (Action	  of	   the	   Lenox	  Cultural	  
District	  and	  its	  partners.)	  
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Attractions	  such	  as	  Ventfort	  Hall	  are	  experienced	  in	  interpretive	  presentation	  and	  offer	  
professional	  educational	  and	  public	  programming.	  

PUBLIC	  PROGRAMMING	  
Lenox’s	  historic	  sites	  and	  cultural	  attractions	  offer	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  programs	  that	  
attract	  visitors	  and	  are	  at	  the	  heart	  of	  the	  Town’s	  economy.	  They	  range	  from	  the	  
concerts	   at	   Tanglewood,	   to	   intimate	   musical	   offerings	   by	   students	   from	   the	  
Boston	   University	   Tanglewood	   Institute,	   to	   plays	   and	   performances	   at	  
Shakespeare	   and	   Company,	   to	   jazz	   concerts	   at	   The	   Mount,	   to	   interpretive	  
presentations	  at	  Ventfort	  Hall.	  

Support	  for	  these	  and	  other	  programs	  is	  encouraged	  in	  Chapter	  5	  of	  this	  plan,	  The	  
Creative	   Economy,	   and	   they	   are	   incorporated	   into	   the	   townwide	   calendar	   of	  
events	  that	  keeps	  Lenox	  busy	  during	  the	  spring,	  summer,	  and	  fall	  months.	  These	  
programs	  are	  a	  natural	  alliance	  to	   interpretation	  and	  storytelling	   in	  Lenox,	  and	  
connections	  and	  crossovers	  should	  be	  encouraged	  whenever	  possible.	  

9.9	  Support	  the	  programming	  of	  Lenox’s	  historic	  sites	  and	  cultural	  attractions	  
as	  part	  of	  a	  townwide	  interpretive	  presentation.	  

Among	  the	  programs	  offered	  are	  some	  related	  specifically	  to	  historic	  subjects.	  In	  
addition	  to	  talks	  on	  historic	  topics	  and	  interpretive	  walks	  of	  historic	  places,	  living	  
history	   interactions	  would	  be	  a	  natural	  means	  of	  reaching	  out	  to	  and	  engaging	  
visitors,	  whether	  at	  historic	  sites	  in	  a	  formal	  program	  or	  on	  the	  streets	  of	  Lenox	  
Village	  in	  an	  impromptu	  encounter.	  Lenox’s	  community	  of	  artists	  and	  performers,	  
especially	  young	  people,	  invite	  experimentation	  and	  creative	  thinking	  in	  the	  types	  
of	   programming	   that	   is	   possible	   and	   could	   be	   offered	   through	   the	   Cultural	  
District.	  (Action	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  District	  and	  its	  partners.)	  

Programming	   and	   outreach	   specifically	   related	   to	   historic	   preservation	   is	  
discussed	   in	   Chapter	   8,	  Historic	   Preservation	   Program,	   and	  would	   be	   oriented	  
more	  toward	  residents	  than	  visitors.	  
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EDUCATION	  
Lenox	  is	  known	  for	  the	  high	  quality	  of	  its	  school	  system.	  Though	  relatively	  small,	  
families	   from	  surrounding	  communities	  have	  chosen	   to	  enroll	   their	   children	   in	  
Lenox	  schools	  because	  of	  their	  reputation	  for	  quality.	  These	  outside	  students	  help	  
support	  the	  school	  district	  financially	  and	  give	  it	  the	  scale	  needed	  to	  be	  able	  to	  
offer	  many	  of	  its	  programs.	  

Organizations	   interested	   in	  historic	  preservation	  and	  community	  character	  can	  
collaborate	   with	   the	   Lenox	   school	   system	   as	   a	  means	   of	   reaching	   out	   to	   and	  
engaging	   young	   people	   through	   place-‐based	   educational	   programming.	   By	  
connecting	  young	  people	  with	  their	  community	  landscapes,	  long	  term	  support	  for	  
historic	   preservation	   and	   conservation	   can	   be	   encouraged.	   By	   reaching	   young	  
people,	   preservationists	   can	   also	   reach	   their	   parents	   and	   increase	   their	  
awareness	  of	  and	  support	  for	  preservation	  issues.	  

9.10	  Collaborate	  with	   teachers	  and	   curriculum	  designers	   in	   the	   Lenox	   school	  
system	  to	  find	  ways	  that	  place-‐based	  educational	  programming	  can	  be	  used	  to	  
enrich	  and	  support	  teaching.	  

Local	  attractions	  in	  Lenox	  offer	  a	  variety	  of	  educational	  programs	  to	  a	  variety	  of	  
different	  audiences	  according	  to	  their	  missions	  and	  embrace	  the	  concept	  of	  life-‐
long	  learning.	  	  

In	  general,	  there	  are	  two	  ways	  that	  historic	  preservation	  organizations	  and	  sites	  
engage	  with	  local	  schools	  and	  students:	  (1)	  on-‐site	  programming	  and	  (2)	  in-‐school	  
programming.	  	  

On-‐site,	  place-‐based	  educational	  programming	  for	  students	   is	  offered	  by	  many	  
historic	  and	  natural	   resource	   sites	  and	  attractions,	   such	  as	   the	  Pleasant	  Valley	  
Wildlife	   Sanctuary,	   The	   Mount,	   and	   Ventfort	   Hall.	   For	   many	   non-‐profit	  
attractions,	  school	  groups	  make	  up	  the	  largest	  number	  of	  their	  visitors	  and	  are	  
their	  most	  important	  visitors.	  	  

Professional	  educators	  and	  interpreters	  at	  these	  attractions	  provide	  high	  quality	  
programming	   that	   engages	   students	   with	   their	   sites.	   Programs	   feature	   place-‐
based	  and	  experiential	  learning	  and	  can	  be	  adapted	  to	  the	  particular	  curriculum	  
needs	  and	  interests	  of	  each	  student	  group.	  Most	  attractions	  support	  their	  on-‐site	  
educational	  programming	  with	  lesson	  plans	  and	  follow-‐up	  activities	  that	  teachers	  
can	  use	  in	  the	  classroom.	  

In-‐school	   programming	   differs	   from	   on-‐site	   programming	   at	   attractions	   and	  
should	  not	  be	  confused	  with	  ‘traveling	  trunk’	  programs	  where	  attractions	  come	  
to	  schools	  to	  tell	  their	  own	  site-‐related	  stories.	  While	  on-‐site	  programming	  tends	  
to	   feature	   existing	   stories	   and	   interpretation	   at	   an	   attraction,	   in-‐school	  
programming	  is	  directly	  related	  to	  school	  curriculum	  and	  lesson	  plans	  and	  brings	  
educators	   specializing	   in	   certain	   topics	   into	   classrooms	   to	   help	   teachers	   teach	  
those	  topics.	  Mass	  Audubon	  has	  been	  a	  leader	  providing	  in-‐school	  programming	  
through	  its	  professionals	  at	  sites	  such	  as	  the	  Pleasant	  Valley	  Wildlife	  Sanctuary.	  
Mass	  Audubon’s	  programs	  are	  primarily	  related	  to	  science	  and	  natural	  resource	  
related	   topics,	   as	  opposed	   to	   cultural	   and	  history	   related	   topics	  which	  historic	  
sites	  could	  offer.	  
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Pleasant	  Valley	  Wildlife	  Sanctuary’s	  on-‐site	  education	  center	  provides	  space	  for	  student	  
science	  and	  natural	  resources	  programming.	  

	  

In	  the	  Mass	  Audubon	  model,	  qualified	  volunteer	  educators,	  often	  retired	  former	  
instructors,	  join	  teachers	  in	  the	  classroom	  to	  teach	  specialized	  subjects	  directly	  
related	   to	   curriculum	   and	   class	   lesson	   plans.	   Lessons	   are	   science	   based,	  
experiential,	  and	  hands-‐on.	  	  

In	  addition	  to	  classroom	  work,	  students	  are	  taken	  out	  into	  the	  local	  landscape	  for	  
field	   work	   and	   place-‐based	   learning.	   Local	   community	   sites	   are	   used,	   helping	  
students	   relate	   to	   landscapes	   they	   are	   familiar	   with	   and	   experience	   textbook	  
lessons	   in	  real	  places	  through	  hands-‐on	  activities.	  Some	  outdoor,	  placed-‐based	  
learning	  can	  be	  conducted	  right	  on	  the	  school	  grounds.	  Students	  are	  encouraged	  
to	  experience	  locally	  and	  think	  regionally,	  using	  experiential	  learning	  as	  a	  way	  to	  
connect	  landscapes,	  communities,	  and	  ecosystems.	  

In-‐school	  programming	  provides	  the	  opportunity	  to	  connect	  young	  people	  with	  
the	  landscape	  in	  ways	  that	  are	  real	  and	  meaningful.	  Lessons	  are	  directly	  related	  
to	   curriculum	   requirements,	   have	   school	   and	   community	   support,	   and	   are	  
noticed	  by	  parents.	  The	  cost	  and	  complications	  of	  day-‐long	  field	  trips	  are	  avoided.	  	  

The	   small	   size	  of	   the	   school	  district	   in	   Lenox	  allows	  direct	   communication	  and	  
collaboration	   with	   teachers,	   school	   leadership,	   and	   those	   responsible	   for	  
curriculum	  design.	  Through	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  District,	   it	   is	  recommended	  that	  
existing	  local	  attractions	  reach	  out	  to	  teachers	  to	  explore	  ways	  in	  which	  their	  sites	  
and	   their	   staff	   can	   support	   teaching	   through	   both	   on-‐site	   and	   in-‐school	  
experiences.	   In	   addition	   to	   science	   and	   natural	   resource	   subjects,	   American	  
history,	  social	  studies,	  and	  civics	  can	  be	  taught	  using	  local	  place-‐based	  learning.	  
(Action	  of	  the	  Lenox	  Cultural	  District	  and	  its	  partners.)	  
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Historic	   sites	   throughout	   Lenox	   such	   as	   this	   mid-‐nineteenth	   century	   barn	   provide	  
opportunities	  for	  place-‐based	  educational	  experiences	  on	  history	  and	  culture.	  

	  
	  




