
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts   
TOWN OF LENOX  

Filing fee is due with the petition. If hearing expenses exceed this amount the Zoning Board of Appeals  
will bill the petitioner.  

The undersigned hereby petitions the Town of Lenox Zoning Board of Appeals for:  

*A Special Permit for exception under the provisions of Section _____8.4.4___________of 

the Town of Lenox Zoning By-Law.  

□ A Variance from the following provisions of Section ____________________of the Town  

of Lenox Zoning By-Law.  

To permit the following use or activity (describe proposed use or activity):  We are 

requesting a special permit for 35 additional Short Term Rental days for 

calendar year 2023 for our property at 188 E. Dugway Road, Lenox, MA 01240  

For premises:  

 Owner of Record: Douglas and Jane Warnock  

Address: 188 E. Dugway Road, Lenox, MA 01240 

Map and Parcel: ID 18-14- 

 Zoned as: R1A 

 Deed Reference Book: 2308       Page:309 

(This information is available from the Assessor’s Office or townoflenox.com in the Property  
Assessments-Online Database section.)  

Petitioner: Jane and Douglas Warnock  

 (Your signature here also acknowledges that you agree to pay all hearing expenses relative to this  

petition.)  

Address (Mailing Address): 425 S. 7th Avenue, Pocatello, ID 83201  

Telephone Number:208-244-1253 

 Email address: janewarnock@gmail.com Date: January, 23, 2023 

 06182009 rev.  



01.23.2023





WARNOCK RESIDENCE
188 E. DUGWAY RD

LENOX, MA 
SUPPORT DOCUMENTS FOR STR SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION 

ALLOWING AN ADDITIONAL 35 DAYS PER YEAR 

MAY 17, 2023



Thank you for considering our special permit application for the additional 35 STR days.  Attached please find the area location map of our property, photos of 
the property, reviews from some of the Airbnb guests, and the Airbnb SuperHost announcement that we received for being a five-star host property,  in early 
April 2023.  

Jane Stevens Warnock was born in Lenox in 1960 and grew up on Hubbard Street. (Pauline and Bob Stevens).  When Jane graduated from college she returned 
home for the summer and met Doug Warnock in July 1982. Doug had purchased the Jaynes house on E. Dugway Rd in 1980 and had begun renovating it at that 
time. He was a sculptor from CA/NYC who wanted a small studio in the Berkshires, as his loft in NYC was unbearably hot in the summers.  We have owned this 
property for 43 years, and plan to spend more time in Lenox every year as Doug will be retired from teaching college in Idaho this May. 

For many years we lived in NYC and would drive to Lenox on the weekends to visit Jane’s folks and work on the house.  When Doug started teaching college in 
Florida, Kansas and now Idaho, we rented our house to various long-term tenants for 35 years.  They typically took good care of things however the last tenant 
absolutely destroyed the house and the property. He had substance abuse issues, and the neighbors were all extremely uncomfortable with him. Because of 
Covid we could not evict him, so had to wait until his lease expired in April 2022. The house was literally uninhabitable.  After a total rehab of every surface, 
carpet, appliances, furniture, and yard, we decided to rent to the BSO last summer; and in September we applied for the permit to use it as an Airbnb so we 
could preserve it, and not let it get destroyed by another long-term tenant. We also wanted to be able to come and go and continue to invest in the property. It 
has a new Title 5 septic system and will have a new roof this May. We also plan to do extensive landscaping during the next few years as we spend more time in 
Lenox.

We are in total compliance with the Lenox bylaw of 75 STR days, we are registered with the State, the Town of Lenox, and we have Colleen Casucci and Sharon 
Hoff O’Mera as our local property managers.  We have had a consistent 5 Star rating, and we do not overcharge our guests.  We always recommend to our 
guests to dine and shop in Lenox, so our STR is having a positive impact on Lenox, and the local economy.  

We have followed the news about the SRT issues and concerns of the residents of Lenox and understand that people from out of the area are purchasing 
investment properties and are not in compliance with the bylaws.  We are not those people. We consider ourselves Lenox natives and have always called Lenox 
home.  We pay property taxes, hire local people to clean, do landscaping, plowing, handyman work, etc.  We will be renting to the BSO again this summer and 
are hopeful for the additional 35 STR days so the house does not sit empty during the months of November and December.  Our last STR guest reservation is in 
mid October, which max’s out our 75 day allowance.

Jane will be attending the ZBA meeting on May 17th to introduce herself to you, and answer questions about our property. 
Thank you,   Jane and Doug Warnock









VERY PRIVATE 











ATTACHED STUDIO BUILDING THAT IS NOT PART OF THE STR BUT IS WELL MAINTAINED AND A WONDERFUL PLACE TO HANG OUT WHEN OUR FAMILY
IS INI TOWN.  OUR NIECE HAD HER PREWEDDING PARTY HERE IN OCTOBER. HER WEDDING WAS AT SEVEN HILLS RESORT THE FOLLOWING DAY.  

A FUN FACT ABOUT THIS PROPERTY IS THE COEN BROTHERS WROTE THEIR SCREENPLAY FOR MILLERS CROSSING HERE IN THE LATE 80’S. THEY SPENT 
THE SUMMER AT OUR HOUSE/STUDIO WITH FRANCIS MCDORMAND AND HAD A FABULOUS TIME.  








