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Later Victorian (1870-1900)

Common architectural styles: Second 
Empire/Mansard, Stick, Queen Anne, 
Shingle. Paints now were mass-produced 
and mass-marketed in resealable cans. The 
wider range of colors included both new 
pastels (rose, peach, terracotta and olive) as 
well as deeper and more saturated colors. 
Strong contrasts were favored. 

Three-color schemes for the exterior became 
the norm: one color for the body; a second 
for the trim; the third, always the darkest, 
for the sash (doors, sashes, shutters.)

Second Empire/Mansard (1855-1885)

The early houses in the style continued the 
Italianate taste for neutral colors: grays, tans,
ochers, warm beiges. Later in the period, more 
colors and stronger contrasts became
popular: deep tones of russets, olives, gray-
greens, ochers and browns in combination. The 
aim was to achieve a more formal, urban look.

Body and Trim: two shades of the same color, 
usually, but not always, with the lighter for the trim.

Sash, doors and shutters were black or very dark 
green, shutters sometimes a very dark shade
of the body color.
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This house was built on the site of an earlier house demolished in the late 1870’s. The lot was purchased from the 
owner of that house, Lucy Cottrell by Electa Eddy in 1880. In 1885, Charles and Margaret Eddy mortgaged the 
property for $ 9,000 and built as a combination residential / retail structure with a build out of the Eddy Pharmacy. 
The retail portion of the structure was built with a separate entrance from Main Street and comprised two 
storefront windows flanking the retail entry door.



https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search?mlt_id=commonwealth%3Ast74cz60v&page=4
4

John Egmont Schermerhorn purchased the property 
from the Eddy family for $25,000. Mr. Schermerhorn 
named the house “The Lanai”, perhaps referring to 
its original porches. 

As a member of New York Society of the Gilded 
Age, Mr. Schermerhorn executed a complete 
renovation of the interior to include a winding grand 
staircase sweeping into a newly enlarged front 
ballroom. 

Additionally, Mr. Schermerhorn enclosed the retail 
pharmacy door and had installed a custom leaded 
and stained-glass center window flanked by two 
over one sashed working windows. 

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search?mlt_id=commonwealth%3Ast74cz60v&page=4
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In 1992, Frank and Mary Newton acquired the 
home to create a Bed and breakfast. 

Frank Newton attempted to recreate the 
Schermerhorn version of the front window but 
had it fabricated with single pane glass, colored 
film and lead strips to emulate the look of a 
leaded glass window. 

The front three window structure was never 
properly reinforced for support and a new beam 
was installed to properly support the upper 
porch/bedroom. As a result, new windows  had 
to be manufactured and were fabricated of solid 
mahogany wood and energy efficient glass 
standards to meet code requirements. 

Recreating the Schermerhorn v.2 of 17 Main 
Street center window was not an option due to 
the double pan, gas infused windows to meet 
current energy codes.

• Please note from Slide 2 the historical accuracy of dark painted sash, 
specifying black over dark green for restoration by current owner.

• Please note Newton’s enclosed front upper-level porch.  
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Front windows:

Schermerhorn Post-retail design           Before                                                   After

1. John Schermerhorn was first to deconstruct retail front of property to a private residence with 3 large windows 
across front.

2. Frank and Mary Newton attempted to replicate the Schermerhorn leaded glass window and built the windows out 
with plexiglass and an ersatz leaded window made with faux lead tape. They failed to fabricate sashes 2/1 to replicate 
Schermerhorn windows.

3.  2021 acquisition required a new support beam to maintain upper front porch detail + new window construction to 
meet EE window code. Windows are constructed of mahogany, 2/1 and painted period black. Windows were built to 
replicate existing + Schermerhorn windows ( with support beam constraints to size +/- 4”). 



Front Stoop: 
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Per code, once the 2 small 
front wooden steps are 
removed, a new stoop + front 
walk will be created. The 
chimneys of 17 Main Street 
have been sandblasted to tie 
in the washed brick of the 
Lenox Library directly across 
the street, creating a visual 
triangle of connection 
between the 17 Main, Lenox 
Library, Curtis Hotel & Town 
Hall.

Bricks (reclaimed) will be 
sourced to match chimney in 
size (3” x 6”) and coloration. 

NOTE: Black wrought iron 
hand-rails will be set after 
stoop construction is complete 
to match proposed front iron 
fence.
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Note: 

Objective is to replicate 
the wide stairs up to porch as in 
Schermerhorn residence, but with 
current code requirements to provide 
handrail. 
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Engineer drawings for Front Stoop:
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Front Upper-Level Porch:

Remove vinyl/aluminum storm windows and plexi-glass sheets 
currently installed (1996) to re-open upper-level porch. Carpentry 
to repair wood rot and fresh paint to emulate original porch in the 
John Schermerhorn residence.
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Window Boxes:

Note: 

Boxes to be placed outside 
upper porch and under center 
front window. 
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In addition to brick portioned front stoop + 
walk, a low laying iron fence (incorporating 
brick + iron) and approximately 3’ in height,  
is proposed to allow the following: 

a.) Visually set property as one turns onto 
Main Street    an impression of perceived 
historical import. 

b.) To avail holiday decoration/ garland 
lighting in the Victorian tradition.

3.) Provide an impediment to yard crossing 
from Main street to back municipal parking 
lot.

4.) Provide a greater sense of propriety to B 
& B guest.

Fence will be constructed by Ramos Iron 
Design outside Boston. Fence design will be 
black wrought iron and scaled to fit.  Base 
will be red brick to match front stoop. 

Front Yard Fence:
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Front Fence Placement:

Proposed front 
fencing will run 
along the front 
of house 
(flanking front 
walk and 2 
short sides 
along drive 
shared with 
Berkshire 
Bank and 
property line 
on Adams 
Community 
Bank side.

Front fence to 
meet city 
sidewalk.
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Summary:

Thank you for reviewing this proposed façade restoration to the 17 Main Street property in Lenox, Massachusetts.

As was the work I achieved in the restoration of 399 Under Mountain Road (Sprague Estate), I maintain the same level of detail 
and attention to both the interior and exterior of this important property to the historical integrity of the Town of Lenox. 

Spring 2023 commences:

• Exterior painting, trim repair, stoop + walk and fencing (should all proposed be approved). 

• Removal of metal storm windows to be replaced with new custom-built wood mahogany storm windows painted black. All 
windows + storm windows have been restored by Northwood Historic Preservation out of Buffalo, NY

• Back of property:  new back porch + new back yard design. 

All work undertaken on historic properties is executed with great enthusiasm, for what they once were and can be yet again. I
hold three (3) Masters degrees in Art History (Emory University), Curatorial Studies (Harvard University and Arts Management 
(Columbia University). I am currently the art curator for Delta Air Lines. 

I maintain full intention to execute all remaining work at 17 Main Street toward a shining renewal of historical accuracy (as best as 
can be achieved despite changes by past owner’s) and a renewed sense of historic preservation to Main Street through proper 
research and execution of work.
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Thank you.

Questions?

Prepared by Susan Nicole Gibbs, Proprietor. January 2023. 404.784.4444


