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Green Living Fair Announced

On Saturday May 3, 2008, a Green Living Fair will be held at Lenox Memorial High School. This fair will include a series of events geared toward helping families live a more environmentally friendly lifestyle. The event will open with a keynote speaker on the challenges we face with global warming. This talk will be followed by four to five workshops in various high school classrooms. Topics of discussion include ideas on creating bike paths in Lenox, pesticide-free lawn care, and how to reduce energy consumption at home. The final event at the fair will include different vendors in the cafeteria, demonstrating  environmentally safe items such as backyard compost kits and electric bikes.   Stay tuned for more details as plans are finalized.
Westinghouse “Victorian” Crook Street Lamp Proposal
In the 1900s, a Westinghouse “Victorian” Crook Street Lamp could be seen on many streets in the historic town of Lenox. Funded by resident George Westinghouse and his Massachusetts Electric Company, 105 street lamps were installed in 1913. By 1916, 44 additional lights were installed. In the latter part of the 20th century more than two-thirds of these historic lights were taken down, replaced with commercial lights. The Lenox Historical Commission, along with many concerned citizens, is interested in maintaining the remaining lights as well as replacing the modern aluminum poles with replicas of the Westinghouse “Victorian” Crook Street Lamps. This group has begun to raise money for the lights. So far, they have raised an estimated 20,000 dollars. As well as a grant for the lights, this group hopes to raise 30,000 dollars for engineering plans to relight the Village of Lenox.
Lose 5,000 Pounds!
The Lenox Environmental Committee and MCAN invite you to join a four session workshop, Low Carbon Diet: A 30 Day Program to Lose 5,000 Pounds. Based on the guide by David Gershon, this workshop will help you calculate your current carbon dioxide footprint and will provide ways to reduce it by at least 5,000 pounds. These meetings will offer easy fixes to reduce your household carbon dioxide output by at least 15% while offering the more ambitious tips to become “carbon neutral.” By attending these workshops, you will become a part of the global warming solution. 
Workshops will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7PM beginning February 5 at Town Hall. For more information, contact Gregory T. Federspiel, Lenox Town Manager (413-637-5500) or Elizabeth Skakel, intern (413-637-8328)

Water Usage
On Earth, humans use 408 billion gallons of water each day. Lenox, with a population of about 6,000, uses an estimated 770,000 gallons of water each day during the seasons of winter, spring, and fall. In the summer, the number increases to 1.5 million gallons of water per day.  
Our town’s water comes from two reservoirs, the Upper and Lower Root Reservoirs. The reservoirs have the capacity to produce, at most, one million gallons per day. With an increase in population, the two reservoirs will not meet the needs of residents. The town has many options for the future. Some of the options include drilling for new wells, continuing to buy water from neighboring Pittsfield, or to start purchasing water from Lee. (Continued on second page)

(WATER, continued)

As these options are being considered, there are many things that residents can do to limit their daily water usage. These simple tasks include turning water off while brushing teeth (saves 5 gallons each time), not running the hose while washing your car (saves 150), and to only run dishwashers when they are fully loaded. 
DPW creates Guide to Snow & Ice Operations and Procedures
This year, the Lenox Department of Public Works has created a pamphlet entitled A Resident’s Guide to Snow & Ice Operations and Procedures. This pamphlet was designed to assist Lenox residents in helping to make the roads return to “normal conditions” after a severe ice or snow storm. This pamphlet outlines the three major steps to the snow and ice program: anti-icing, plowing, and de-icing. During the anti-icing operation, the DPW spreads salt and liquid calcium chloride on the roads at the beginning of a storm. After an accumulation of about 2 inches of snow, plowing begins. The Lenox DPW has ten snow plows that each have their own designated routes. All town roads will eventually be plowed. The de-icing operation occurs after all of the snow has fallen. Like the anti-icing phase, the roads are again treated with salt and liquid calcium chloride “to improve traction and to melt remaining snow and ice.” In this pamphlet, the DPW outlines ways residents can help during the winter season. Their suggestions include driving cautiously, remaining off the streets during a snow storm, and relocating basketball hoops and mailboxes which may be in the way of the plow. 

To see the original pamphlet and to learn more information about the DPW snow plow, visit www.townoflenox.com and click on Department of Public Works: Snow Plowing Policy. 

Environmental Club formed at High School
Although there were blue recycle bins in every classroom at Lenox Memorial Middle and High School, everyone considered the bins to be “just another trash can.” When high school seniors, Samantha Plakun and Laurie Egan, found out the truth behind the cans, they decided to make a difference. With the help of their newly formed Evergreen Environmental Club, everyone now knows the real, sole purpose of the bins. Newspapers, computer paper, magazines, boxes, and telephone books (minus covers) are just some of the items that can be placed into the blue containers. At the end of each week, all of the paper in the bins are compiled together to be recycled. In the future, the club plans on expanding the recycling potential of the school. Some ideas that have been discussed in recent meetings include purchasing bins for recyclable plastics, glass, and aluminum in the cafeteria, a “carpool to school” day, and ways to reach out to peers.  

Lenox Joins New England GreenStart
In a partnership with the Massachusetts Energy Consumers Alliance and the Center for Ecological Technology (CET),the Lenox Environmental Committee invites you to join a clean energy option called New England GreenStart. This new program supports the development of clean renewable energy sources located in New England, including solar power from local rooftops, turbines, and landfill gas. Although New England GreenStart is not free, your payments will help to support local renewable energy generators that produce clean energy that flows into the New England power system. Through the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC), 60% of the premium you pay will be matched and will help to create grants that will fund clean energy projects that will benefit your community and the state’s low-income residents. So far, some  70 households have signed up for the program in Lenox. By signing up for the program, you will help fund future community projects. If another 65 households sign up by April 1, Lenox will receive a bonus grant award. In 2007, solar panels were installed on the rooftop of Lenox Memorial Middle and High School. By using money created from programs such as GreenStart, the 2 kilowatt system, with the ability to power an entire computer lab, was purchased. For an estimated quarter a day, you can take action to help protect our health, planet, environment, and future.( 
For more information on New England GreenStart visit www.GreenStart.net or call 1-800-369-3333






( Jennifer Blagg, High School Intern





