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Special Town Meeting April 15
To Approve Reformatted Bylaw
A special Town Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 15 at 7PM at the Duffin Theater at the Lenox Middle High School for the purpose of approving the newly formatted zoning regulations.  The Planning Board has been working with Attorney Mark Bobrowsky for the past 9 months to bring our zoning regulations into compliance with today’s laws and to make the document more user friendly and easier to follow.  While the effort has included clearing up ambiguities in our existing bylaws, no substantive changes are being made in the newly formatted version of our bylaws.  

In addition to the article approving the reformatted bylaw, the Planning Board is proposing in a separate article to delete the existing provision for Retirement Communities.  Currently, our bylaw allows greater density for projects that are limited to residents over the age of 55.  If the article is approved, retirement communities can still be built in Lenox but they would not get any preferential treatment regarding density.  

A third article is proposed to delete the Open Space Residential Development (OSRD) and replace it with a New Flexible Development bylaw. This bylaw hopes to encourage the preservation of open land and preserve historical and archeological resources in the town. This proposal hopes to offer an alternative to standard subdivision development as well as promote the development of affordable housing.

Voters are urged to attend the Special Town Meeting to take action on these important changes to our local zoning bylaws. Copies of the changes are available at Town Hall.
Economic Vitality Plan proposed for Lenox

The goal of the Economic Vitality Plan is to “make Lenox a vibrant, thriving, ‘green’ community that is nationally recognized for its health and wellness, outstanding outdoor recreation and stellar cultural institutions known for advancing the performing arts.” 
The town’s economy is strengthened in the three pillars of Lenox’s local economy: performing arts, health and wellness, and outdoor recreation. By recognizing and utilizing the strengths of the town, Lenox will prosper. The board has developed six steps to help to invigorate our local economy. These steps are:

1. Expand our Health and Wellness market niche by encouraging health and wellness enterprises to work with local businesses
2. Build on performing arts training- become a year-round home for training aspiring artists and performing art educators/trainers as well as business executives and for corporate retreats 
3. Develop a calendar of special event weekends and theme weeks, creating walking tours of many Lenox assets 

4. Create tax increment financing zones and business improvement districts. By approving Tax Increment Financing for commercial zones, businesses will have a decrease on their tax payments. 
5. Improve and upgrade all village streets, sidewalks, and new historical streetlights in the town.
6. Establish strong communication links between town government, regional and state economic development entities, the Lenox Chamber of Commerce and local businesses
Lenox Discounted Rain Barrel Sale
SkyJuice New England and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection have united to offer discounted rain barrels to Lenox residents. The first 20 rain barrels sold will be available for $55. After the first 20, the rain barrels will be sold for $65. Rain barrels are used to collect rainwater from your roof. ¼ inch of rain on a 1,000 square foot roof will fill 2 rain barrels. By using a rain barrel, you help to reduce the amount of water drawn from our local reservoirs. By reducing the amount of water used, you reduce your sewage/water bill. Features include:
· Capacity of 60 gallons

· Screen to keep unwanted debris out

· Removable lid for easy cleaning

· Brass spigot that can be connected to a hose or drip irrigation system

Stop by Town Hall or call Mary Ellen Deming at 637 – 5500 to place your order.
TRIAD Addresses Public Safety Concerns

As summer and the tourist season are quickly approaching, town safety is one of our main concerns. In a recent meeting with the Lenox Board of Selectmen, local members of TRIAD stated their safety concerns in and around the center of town. Residents at the Curtis have collected a list of complaints that they wish people would take into consideration as they are driving around any part of Lenox. This list includes:

· Slowing down at crosswalks- allowing time for people to cross

· Having a more visible crosswalk 

· To drive the speed limit

· Slowing down on the hill by Church on the Hill

· Warning signs of a different speed/crosswalk ahead

Although most of these tips should already be taken into consideration while driving, these rules are not always being followed. For the health, safety, and respect of other Lenox residents, please drive carefully and cautiously.

Upcoming Town Meetings
 Tuesday April 15 – Special Town Meeting (7 PM)
Thursday, May 1 – Annual Town Meeting (7 PM)
Both the Special and Annual Town Meetings will take place in the Duffin Theater at Lenox Memorial Middle High School, 197 East Street.
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